NORTHBOROUGH LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES
February 4, 2015

Attendees:  Nicholas Antanavica, Building Inspector, Bruce Augusti, MEMA, Robert Chapman, Maintenance Manger, Steris Isomedix Services, Dudley Darling, Exec. V.P., Juniper Hill G.C., David M. Durgin, Fire Chief/ EMS, LEPC Co-Chairman, Kim Foster, Assistant Town Administrator, Christine Johnson, Superintendent of Schools, Gerry LeBlanc, Manager, Beaumont/Whitney Place, Lois Luniewicz, NE Division Leader, Worcester Regional Medical Reserve Corps, Laurie Pardee, Nurse/Health Leader, Schools, Leslie Rutan, Board of Selectmen, Jamie Terry, Health Agent, Board of Health, Frank Yacino, Production Manager, Steris Isomedix Services, Jeffrey Zukowski, MEMA.

Chief Durgin called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m., introducing himself and inviting attendees to do the same.  Under Old Business a motion was made and voted unanimously to dispense with the reading of the August 5, 2014 LEPC meeting minutes. The minutes were accepted after a correction by Lois then a vote was taken to accept the minutes.

Review of Hazardous Materials Emergency Plan – Chief Durgin relayed that Nancy Lepore, Northborough’s Hazardous Materials Assistant, finished the town emergency plans in December, 2014 with updates from all parties named in the plans and they were accepted by the Board of Selectmen on 1/15/15. Facilities no longer in town were removed and new facilities such as Fitzgerald Institute were added.  Special Locations and hazmat facility Tier II for FY 2013 plus updates from other facilities were updated in this plan.  He said that updated Chemical Emergency plans from hazmat facilities are part of the new Process Safety Permit for the state and coordinates with town emergency plans.  CDs of the Emergency Plans were distributed to town officials.   The town is getting away from paper plans.A copy of HazMat Plan was present for review by attendees.

Jeff Zukowski said that MEMA reviewed the Hazmat Plan and that is was top notch.  Bruce Augusti mentioned that the Attorney General has a member review the emergency plans and said that the town did a great job.

Review of Hazardous Materials Planning Information – Chief Durgin told attendees that there was no new emergency planning information received to date.  Everything is already in the town plans.

2015 Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning Grant – Chief Durgin told attendees that Northborough applied for and was awarded $1,500. this year through HMEP.  Purchases through this grant included printing costs, and postage for mailings.  The LEPC qualified for this grant award because Re-Certification was granted by the MA SERC (State Emergency Response Commision) on 10/14/14 through 10/13/19.  Northborough is 1 of 10 in the state to be up to date on certification of the LEPC.


New Business – Kim Foster mentioned that Code Red is up and running.

Gerry LeBlanc said that everything is going well at his facility and that doors were being kept clear.

Chief Durgin congratulated Dudley Darling for being the first to have a defibrillator on the golf course twelve years ago.

Jamie Terry relayed that she and Andy Dowd oversee the shelters.  They have three shelters and great supplies.  12 people are active with sheltering and Red Cross trained to assist at the shelters.  20 people are training to help.

Jamie Terry mentioned that this has been the worst flu seasons so far and only halfway through the season.  If people have had the flu shot, then it helps to reduce the illness.  She said that measles and Ebola are still a possibility for outbreak.  Chief Durgin added that the fire Dept is trained to treat Ebola patients.  Bruce Augusti said the MEMA has been having phone conferences to inform emergency personnel of this situation.

Laurie Pardee said that schools are seeing very little flu thus far.  As to measles in MA, school children are vaccinated.  Schools are aware of the students who aren’t vaccinated due to religious exception.  She also added that schools are seeing an increase in mental health issues and they are looking for grants to help with this issue which includes drugs, and smoking.

Lois Luniewicz added that with the weather we have been lucky to date.  Her organization was on clall for blizzards.  They have 17 active participants in WMRC (Worcester Medical Reserve Corp) who have been through a Cory check and training and there are 29 pending waiting for Cory checks.  They are planning an orientation to WMRC in the Spring to tell people who they are, what they do so they’ll have people available to help with sheltering.

Selectman Rutan asked if there was a replacement for Ritchie Bus service for use in an emergency.  Chief Durgin said Nancy is working on this.  Also, to have a requirement for town frequencies to be available on the transport buses.  He added that we have access to the town contracted school buses in an emergency.

Chief Durgin asked facilities to file electronic Tier II forms for their companies.  Two local Tier II filings include the Fire Department and the LEPC and on filing goes to the state.

Christine Johnson thanked Chief Durgin for his guidance and humor through this past year.  She said that his knowledge and work has been so informative.  When the High School sprinkler broke both the fire department and the DPW responded quickly and professionally.  She said that the schools are working to address diseases and illness as a collaborative effort with the surrounding towns and that a series of drills have been held for the faculty.  The drills were broken down by grades K-12.  After each drill a coffee meeting with  parents was held for parents feedback.  ALICE is the program used for survival drills for children in Northborough schools.  ALICE is Alert, Listen, Inform, Counter, Exit.

Nick Antanavica relayed the recent snow has been light and that there have been no calls for collapsed roofs or building issues.

The meeting was adjourned by Chief Durgin at 11:07 a.m.

							Respectfully submitted,



							Lorraine Cain
							Administrative Assistant
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